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CLAIMS 



We claim: 



1 . A method for materializatior forecasting with respect to group reservations 
made by a group coordinator for the pc tential purchase of perishable commodities, 
comprising the steps of: 

gathering past reservation information relating to past group reservations for 
perishable commodities that have aire Jay perished; 

gathering current reservation irfibrmation relating to a current group reservation 
for perishable commodities that have not yet perished; 

comparing said past reservation information and said current reservation 
information; I 

calculating the materialization ^vel of said current group reservation based on 
said comparison; and 1 

outputting a materialization forJpast result for said current group reservation 
based on said calculated materializatioiS level. 

2. The method as set forth in clarai 1, wherein said past reservation information 
includes historical commodity details regarding said past reservations. 
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3. The method as set forth 



further includes Point-of-Sale (PO 



in claim 2, wherein said past reservation information 
5) information pertaining to said past reservations. 



4, The method as set forth in claim 3, wherein said past reservation information 
further includes materialization ir Formation regarding said past reservations. 



5. The method as set fortl 
includes demographic informatio 
reservations. 



in claim 4, wherein said past reservation information 
about group coordinators who made said past group 



6. The method as set fortHin claim 5, wherein said demographic information 
eludes one or more of the following pertaining to said group coordinators who made 
said past group reservations: age, lex, national origin, citizenship, country of 
residence, occupation, employer, ^nual income, education. 



7, The method as set forth im claim 6, wherein said current group reservation 
information further includes commodity details regarding said current group 



reservation. 
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8. The method as set forth m claim 7, wherein said current group reservation 
information further includes POS information pertaining to said current reservations. 

9. The method as set forth in claim 8, wherein said current reservation 
information includes demographic ^formation about a group coordinator making said 
current reservation. 

10. The method as set form in claim 9, wherein said demographic information 
includes one or more of the following pertaining to said group coordinator making said 
current group reservation: age, sex, national origin, citizenship, country of residence, 
occupation, employer, annual iifcome, education. 



11. The method as set rarth in claim 10, wherein said perishable commodity 
comprises airline seats, and wlprein said historical commodity details include 
information related to one or more of the following with respect to said airline seats: 
carrier name, flight origin, fli^t destination, booking class, flight distance, departure 
time, connection time, arrival mme, departure date, arrival date, flight duration, 
number of distinct legs compri^ng a complete one-way itinerary, aircraft type, aircraft 
capacity. 



25 



PATENT 



Doc^P^o. RSW9-2000-0080-US1 



12. The method as set fortlj in claim 11, wherein said POS information includes 
one or more of the following: POSltype, POS country, booking carrier, booking 
recency, change recency, fare code,lnumber of passengers in said past group 
reservations, length of stay associate^ with the reservation, time between booking date 
and flight date, payment status. 

13. The method as set forth iiS claim 12, wherein said commodity details 
regarding said current group reservalSon include information related to one or more of 
the following: carrier name, flight or gin, flight destination, booking class, flight 
distance, departure time, connection rame, arrival time, departure date, arrival date, 
flight duration, number of distinct le^ comprising a complete one-way itinerary, 
aircraft type, aircraft capacity. 



14. Computer-readable codeBstored on media for conducting materialization 
forecasting with respect to group reservations made by a group coordinator for the 
potential purchase of perishable comm^ities, comprising: 

first subprocesses for gathering rast reservation information relating to past 
group reservations for perishable commQdities that have already perished; 

second subprocesses for gatheringlcurrent reservation information relating to a 
current group reservation for perishable cjpmmodities that have not yet perished; 
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third subprocesses for compaif ng said past reservation information and said 
current reservation information; 

fourth subprocesses for calculmng the materialization level of said current group 
reservation based on said comparisons and 

fifth subprocesses for outputtiifc a materialization forecast result for said current 
group reservation based on said calci lated materialization level. 



15. The computer-readable ccpe as set forth in claim 14, wherein said past 
^servation information includes histcjrical commodity details regarding said past 

reservations. 

16. The computer-readable cole as set forth in claim 15, wherein said past 
reservation information further includ^ Point-of-Sale (POS) information pertaining to 
said past reservations. 



17. The computer-readable cod^as set forth in claim 16, wherein said past 
reservation information fiirther includespiaterialization information regarding said past 
reservations. 
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18. The computer-readable code as set forth in claim 17, wherein said past 
reservation information includes d< mographic information about group coordinators 
who made said past group reservations. 



19. The computer-readable apdc as set forth in claim 18, wherein said 
demographic information includes one or more of the following pertaining to said group 
coordinators who made said past groiip reservations: age, sex, national origin, 
citizenship, country of residence, occupation, employer, annual income, education. 

) I 

20. The computer-readable c5de as set forth in claim 19, wherein said current 
group reservation information further includes commodity details regarding said current 



roup reservation. 



21. The computer-readable cole as set forth in claim 20, wherein said current 
group reservation information further Includes POS information pertaining to said 
current reservations. 



22. The computer-readable cod^as set forth in claim 21, wherein said current 
reservation information includes demographic information about a group coordinator 
making said current reservation. 
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23. The computer-readable lode as set forth in claim 22, wherein said 
demographic information includes ope or more of the following pertaining to said group 
coordinator making said current gromp reservation: age, sex, national origin, 
citizenship, country of residence, oc :upation, employer, annual income, education. 



24. The computer-readable c ode as set forth in claim 23, wherein said 
perishable commodity comprises aii ine seats, and wherein said historical commodity 

one or more of the following with respect to said 



details include information related t 



airline seats: carrier name, flight origin, flight destination, booking class, flight 
distance, departure time, connectior time, arrival time, departure date, arrival date, 
flight duration, number of distinct l^s comprising a complete one-way itinerary, 
aircraft type, aircraft capacity. 



25. The computer-readable code as set forth in claim 24, wherein said POS 
information includes one or more of wie following: POS type, POS country, booking 
carrier, booking recency, change receiicy, fare code, number of passengers in said past 
group reservations, length of stay associated with the reservation, time between 
booking date and flight date, payment status. 
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1 26. The computer-readable code as set forth in claim 25, wherein said 

2 commodity details regarding said current group reservation include information related 

3 to one or more of the following: carrier name, flight origin, flight destination, booking 



class, flight distance, departure timq, connection time, arrival time, departure date, 
Varri 



val date, flight duration, numberjof distinct legs comprising a complete one-way 
itinerary, aircraft type, aircraft capality. 
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